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As regards the Indian Liberals, they were in favour of
the scheme in its broad outlines, but they and their organiza-
tions received the White Paper with " supreme dissatisfac-
tion." The Madras Liberal League declared that the White
Paper was inspired throughout by a deep-seated distrust of
the capacity and bona fides of the Legislatures, and that it
was, in effect, designed to perpetuate the present regime.
But the Indian Liberals hoped to secure " substantial
modifications " of the proposals through further negotiations
with the Imperial Government.
The various communal organizations gave their considered
judgment against the White Paper proposals. While the
All-India Hindu Mahasabha smarted under the implications
of the Communal Award, which they considered to be " pre-
eminently pro-Moslem and highly unjust to the Hindus/'
the All-India Moslem Conference, at a meeting in Delhi
on March 27, 1933, passed a resolution expressing their
profound disappointment at the proposals for a Constitution
hedged in by numerous safeguards and reserve powers.
They demanded radical changes in the scheme before it
would be acceptable to the Moslem community. The
Moslem League, consisting mainly of Nationalist Moslems,
condemned the scheme as a " deception/*
Among the divergent reasons for the condemnation of
the proposals there was, in the first place, a general agreement
in regard to the failure of His Majesty's Government to
respect the principle of negotiation. Every section of
Indian opinion held the view that the Government had
ignored the implications of the statement made by the
Prime Minister on December 2, 1931, in which he said that
" the Government must carry on these negotiations until a
point was reached when the proposed agreement was in-
itialled—a very well-known stage in the negotiation of
treaties/' But the White Paper proposals did not bear
even the semblance of an " initialled " agreement.
Secondly, the responsible Indian leaders of all communi-
ties maintained that the proposals virtually left intact the

